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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 

Improvements in and relating to Connecting Links for Fishing Tackle. 


L Aktih'h Pkrhy, of 102, Lower Ashley 
Uoad, Bristol, 2, Hritisii Subject, do hereby 
declare the invention for which 1 pray that 
a patent may "ne granted to me ami the 
5 method by which it is to be performed, to 
Im particularly described in and by the 
following statement : — 

This invention relates to means connect- 
ing fish hooks to spinners and other arti- 

10 fiVial baits particularly of the kind used 
when angling for pike ami other large fish, 
where t he bait or artificial lure is east long 
distances by means of rod reel and line and 
retrieved through the water more or less 

15 slowly in such a manner as to give a live 
appearance to the bait. 

The annoyance of losing tackle through 
the large out-standing treble hooks -retting 
caught in snags has resulted in line tackle 

20 becoming stronger and coarser than is de- 
sirable or necessary to bring to the landing 
net the largest of the fish being angled for. 

Even when the heavy line tackle over- 
comes the resistance of a snag it is often 

25 impaired and its breaking strain made 
uncertain. 

The principal object of this invention is 
to provide a split link, connecting the hook 
to the spinning or like tackle, that will snap 
30 open and release the tackle from the hook 
shank when subjected to a predetermined 
strain, whereby the hook only is lost and 
the spin ninir or like tackle is retrieved un- 
damaged. 

35 The selected breaking strain at which 
the split link will open to allow the tackle 
to part from the hook when snagged will 
make it possible to reduce the size and 
strength of the line tackle to desirable 

40 limits. 

One embodiment of this invention as 
applied to a spinning bait having a stem or 
spindle furnished with a treble hook at one 
end and a connecting link for the line at the 
4.S other will now be described by way of 
example. 

The present invention comprises a link 
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connecting an eyed hook to the spindle of 
a spinner or like fishing bait, said link. be- 
ing arranged to open at a predetermined 50 
strain on the hook and thereby release the 
l»ait and line from the eyed hook. The 
said split link comprises two jaws formed 
by semi-circular round section bends 
formed at the ends of a pair of partly open 55 
legs in such fashion that the two* semi- 
circular l>ends will form a split circular 
link when pinched together. 

Each half of the said circular link is sup- 
ported at its base with a half round' collar 00 
in such a manner as to form a split circular 
section collar when the bends are pinched 
together. The joined end of the legs is 
fastened to the end of a coiled wire helical 
spring and the assembly housed in a metal 05 
tube forming a snug sliding fit on the said 
split collar when the split link is pinched 
together. 

The assembly is held in position in the 
tube housing with the split link standing 70 
proud, by anchoring the free end of the 
spring to the inside of the tube. In opera- 
tion the split link connects with the eye in 
the shank of the treble hook. Strain ap- 
plied to the said hook withdraws the split 75 
collar until it is no longer held in the tube 
housing, and the split circular link snaps . 
open and releases the spinning bait and 
tackle from the hook. 

The split link retains its open position, 80 
thereby allowing the engagement with the 
eye in the shank of the hook, until the split 
circular link is pinched together with the 
fingers when the split collar snaps back 
into the tube housing and the link is held 85 
elosed. 

The breaking strain at which the Enk 
snaps open is determined by the length and 
strength of the helical spring and the dis- * 
tance of travel allowed the split collar in 90 
the tube housing. 

The tube housing is continued below the 
spring anchorage to house the nsnal wiw 
spindle on which the spinner revolves, or 
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may terminate in a wire loop or like con- 
nection to connect with the shorter spindle 
of a jointed, or wobble bait. 
One embodiment of this invention as 
5 applied to a spindle of the type used with 
a spoon bait will now lie described bv way 
of example, with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing. 
On the drawing : — 
10 Fig. 1 a longitudinal elevation parti v 
in section showing the split link closed ; 
Fig. 2 is a plan of Fig. 1 ; 
Fig. 3 is a similar elevation to Fig. 1 
showing the split link open. 
15 Referring to the drawing in Fig. 1, a 
split link 2 is held in the closed posifionby 
a split collar 3. forming part of the split 
link 2, being housed in a tube 4. Legs 6 
extending from the two parts of the split 
20 link arc fastened together at their free ends 
and secured to one end of a tension spring 
;> housed within the tube 4. joined end of 
said legs being provided with screw threads 
dimensioned to engage within the coils of 
25 the spring. The opposite end of the spring 
•» is provided with a screw 7 wherebv it is 
anchored to a collar 8 f fixed in the said 
tul>e 4 by means of an indent 9 in the wall 
of the tube. The tube 4 is continued be- 
30 . v °nd the anchorage indent 9 and is reduced 
to receive a spindle JO, said spindle being 
enlarged at the end inside the reduced nor- 
tion of the till* so that the. spindle is se- 
cured to, and is revoluble in, the tube 4 
35 The spindle 10 carries a ball 12, around 
which a spoon revolves when pulled against 
the drag of the water. The spindle termi- 
nates in the usual loop to which the line is 
attached. It is deemed unnecessary to in- 
40 elude the loop in the drawing. 

Referring to the drawing Fiff. 3. In this 
drawing the split link is shown in the open 
jwsition assumed by the link when sufficient 
strain has been applied to the spindle 
45 through the line to stretch the spring 5 to 
the point where the split collar 3 is refeased 
from the tube housing, the legs of the split 
link having been bent before assembly to 


give a permanent spring outwardly to the 
split link. go 

Tension on spring 5 retains the split 
collar 3 abutting the edge of the tube with 
the split link in the open position to permit 
the engagement therein of an eyed hook. 

To enhance the clarity of the drawing it 55 
lias been deemed unnecessary to include the 
eyed hook, which is secured* when the split 
link is pinched together and the split 
collar 3 is retracted by the spring 5 into 
the tube housing. 60 

What I claim is: — 

1. A link connecting an eyed hook to the 
spindle of a spinner, or the like fishing bait, 
said link being arranged to open at a pre- 
determined strain on the hook and therein* 65 
release the liait and line from the eved 
hook. 

2. A link as claimed in Claim 1 com- 
prising two semi-circular round section 
licnds formed at the free ends of a pair of 70 
normally open legs, which are joined at 
one end, in such fashion that the semi- 
circular bends will form a closed split 
circular link when the two bends are 
pinched together, each half of the said link 75 
being supported at its base on its associ- 
ated leg by a half-round collar, the pair of 
half-round collars together forming a split . 
circular collar when the bends are pinched 
together, and the said split circular collar 8 0 
wing retractable into a snugly fitting tube 
housing by means of a helical spriii" in 
such fashion that the split link will sfand 
proud of the tube housing when the spring 
mat rest. R 85 

3. A link as claimed in Claim 2 and in 
which the joined end of the legs is screw- 
threaded and screwed into one end of a 
coded wire tension spring the opposite end 
ol which is anchored into the tube housing 90 

4 A connecting link that will open at a 
predetermined strain, substantiallv as 
herein dcscrilied with reference to the ac- 
companying drawing. 


A. PERRY. 


PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION. 

Improvements in and relating to Connecting Links for Fishing Tackle 

95 I, Arthur Perry, of 102, Lower Ashley 
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Road, Bristol, 2, British Subject, do herebv 
declare the invention to be described in the 
following statement: — 
T,lis invent5on relates to spinners and 

100 other artificial baits particularly of the 
kind used when angling for pike and other 
large fish where the bait or artificial lure 
is cast long distances by means of rod reel 
aTld line, amJ ^trieved through the water 

105 more or less slowly in such a manner as to 
give a live appearance to the bait. 


The annoyance of losing tackle through 
the large ont-standing treble hooks getting 
caught in snags has resulted in line tackle 
becoming stronger and coarser than is de- HO 
arable or necessary to bring to the landing 
net the largest of the fish being angled for * 

Men when the heavy line tackle over- 
comes the resistance of a snag it is often 
S; nd its ^ain "Sde 115 

tnl he P' inci P a l.°bieet of this invention is 
to provide a split link that will snap open 
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•■...I release the tackle from the hook-shank 
w o.rS2 to a pmletennined strain 
I ereb he hook only is lost and the bait 
and Hne tackle is retrieved undamaged 
5 The selected breaking strain at which the 
iJke will part from the hook when 
„ ijed will make it possible to reduce the 
si^and strength of the line tackle to de- 

10 " One Siment of this invention as 
s „„ l ed to a spinning bait having a stem 
:?r 'Jnndle furnished with a treb e hook at 

stem or spindle is provided with a split 
2 a, onc'end to connect w ,th the e> e n 
the shmik of the treble hook. ™e "id spM 
ot\ link comprises two semi-circular round 
a) s" LXnds funned at the ends of a pair 
of partlv open wire legs in such fashion 
thai will form a split circular link when 

sn imnted at its base with a half round 
^ a in such a manner as to form a split 
Sar^tion collar when the bends are 
nine bed to«cther. The joined ends of the 
30 1 " s ul. astencd to the end of a eoiled wire 
3 spring and the assembly housed m a metal 
, be forming a snug sliding fit on the said 


s „lit collar when the split link is patched 
together. The assembly is held in posiUott 
She tube housing with the split link 35 
standing proud, by anchoring the free end 
of the spring to the inside of the tune. 

In operatfon the split link connects wrth 
the eve in the shank of the treble hoot 
Strained to the said hook en*thens<0 
the spring to a certain limit, i.e., at a point 
where the split collar is no longer heldm 
the tube housing, and the split circidar 
link snaps open and releases the spinning 
bait and tackle from the hook- ^ tion 
The split link retains its open ponton, 
thereby allowing the engagement with the 
eve in the shank of a hook, until the spht 
circular link is pinched together with the 
fingers, when the split collar snaps **** 
into the tube housing and the link is held 

CU The breaking strain at which the link 
snaps open may lie fixed, or may lie made 
adjustable by varying the distance o travel 
allowed the split collar, or by varying the 
length of spring made available for length- 
ening, by adjusting the anchorage of the 
spring in the tube housing. • . 

The tube housing is continued beyond 60 
the spring anchorage to house the usual 
wire Sdle on which the spinner revolves, 
or linked to a shorter spindle. 

ARTHUR PERRY.. 


